A MAHARAJAS THREAT

"For better or for worse. It is well to recognize the fact that         ^
just as the vast mass of people of British India look up more
to the Congress than to the Government for the removal
of their woes, even so do the people of the States look to
the Congress for their deliverance.59

I received, some weeks ago, an important letter from
Patiala. It contained such grave statements attributed to
the Maharaja Saheb of Patiala that I referred them to him
for coDj&rtnation or otherwise. It is iww more than three
weeks since I wrote to him. But I have no reply. I,
therefore^ presume that the statements reported by my
correspondent are substantially true. Here is the main
part of the letter :

"The Patiala State Praja Mandal launched saiyagraha against the
Hidayai of 1988, a lawless law curtailing the civil liberties of the
people. On your advice, the satyagraha was suspended uncondi-
tionally. The Publicity Officer, Patiala, on behalf of H. H/s
Government, stated in a Press Communique dated iJthApril, that
the Government would repeal or withdraw the aforesaid Hidayaf
within 3 to 4 weeks, and further stated that the Government had
constituted a Committee to go into its provisions and submit
an early report. But the announcement has remained up till
now a dead letter. And instead, H. PI. has by IJlas-Khas orders
dated 2 5th. May ordered the strict enforcement of the Hidqyat
for a period of another six months. In view of this, no
propaganda of any kind can be carried on by the Praja Mandal
workers, the provisions of the Hidayat being very wide and
sweeping. The "workers arrested in connection with this agita-
tion are still in jail, and others are being tried. Apart from
this, there is at present another movement going on within the
State, i.e.., between landlords and tenants.

"Some of the Praja Mandal workers -were allowed an interview
with H. H. on the i8th inst. During the interview, PI. H. addressed
them as follows:

'My ancestors have -won the State by the sword and I mean to
keep it by the sword. I do not recognise, any organization to
represent my people or to speak on their behalf. I am their